1. Maintain a wide spectrum of high quality areas that represent the major forms of ecological diversity on National Forest lands for research, education, and maintenance of biological diversity. 2. Preserve and maintain genetic diversity including threatened, endangered, and sensitive species. 3. Protect against human-caused environmental disruptions. 4. Serve as reference areas for the study of natural ecological processes including disturbance. 5. Provide onsite and extension educational activities. 6. Serve as baseline areas for measuring long-term ecological changes. 7. Serve as control areas for comparing results from manipulative research. 8. Monitor effects of resource management techniques and practices.
Nine potential RNAs were selected and incorporated into Forest Plan Revision alternatives. They are listed in the table below, along with the two existing RNAs. These particular RNAs were selected because they collectively represent most of the major vegetation types on the SJNF, they represent many of the vegetation types within the Rocky Mountain Region targeted for inclusion in the Regional RNA system, they provide excellent research possibilities, they preserve and maintain multiple biological diversity components, and because they include excellent reference areas for monitoring and adaptive management. 
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